260             HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE

Bunsen. The answer could hardly be in doubt, since Bunsen
during the recent negotiations had yielded so compliantly
to all the English demands. After a conference with the
Queen, Lord Aberdeen replied: ' We cannot do better than
keep what we have/ that is, Bunsen ; ' we do not know the
other two gentlemen/

" From the point of view of England the choice could not
have been better ; from the point of view of Prussia it could
not have been worse. The weakest of the Great Powers
needed for its representatives men of strong Prussian pride,
men who would uncompromisingly insist on the independ-
ence of their State, which had not yet been fully recognised by
the older Great Powers. In this respect Billow had been
sometimes at fault, since, in the course of years, he had
accustomed himself to the English point of view to the verge
of forgetting his own. But Bunsen, at the time that he took
up his office, as a result of the influence of his British wife,
was already half transformed into a pseudo-Englishman ;
several of his children adopted their mother's nationality ;
that cosmopolitan indeterminateness, which has been the
misfortune of so many diplomatic families, had fallen like
a blight upon his household. It was gratifying for this self-
satisfied man, so soon after his failures at Rome, to find
himself transferred from the quiet country house on the
Hubel near Berne to the stately Prussia House in Carlton
Terrace. There he found himself in close proximity to
Buckingham Palace, the Houses of Parliament, the Foreign
Office in Downing Street, and the ancient groves of St.
James' Park ; on all sides he saw the monuments of a great
history. The fire of his easily aroused enthusiasm was
kindled into flame; the State and the Church, the country
and the people of the prosperous Island took on a rose-
coloured light. He regarded his own ofi&ce as the most
important post in the Prussian diplomatic service, and he
was made very happy by the consciousness that he had. been
selected to seal more firmly the historic alliance of the two
kindred nations. This ' historic alliance ' had been a pet